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R e s e a r ch   a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t

R&D expenditure

The MEM industries still accounted for 

around 32% of all Switzerland’s expenditure 

on R&D in 2004. There is an increasingly 

noticeable shift toward the high tech sector 

and a trend toward third-party outsourcing. 

R&D investment in Switzerland in 2004*

Private sector only; percentage shares

Chemical/pharmaceutical 
industries 44%

Foodstuffs 5%

Other sectors 19%

MEM industries* 32%

Total: CHF 9,659 millions

Total MEM industries: CHF 3,016 millions

Source: BFS/economiesuisse, 2006
* 	 The MEM industries covers metals, mechanical engineering and high tech 

instruments as well as information and communication technologies

Companies in the MEM industries conduct 

their research and development activities 

with a clear focus on Switzerland. R&D 

spending abroad is equivalent to 14.2% of 

similar expenditure in Switzerland.

R&D investment ABROAD IN 2004*

Private sector only; percentage shares

Chemical/pharmaceutical 
industries 77%

MEM industries* 4%

Other sectors 10%

Foodstuffs 9%

Total: CHF 9,603 Mio millions

Total MEM industries: CHF 427 millions

Source: BFS/economiesuisse, 2006
* 	 The MEM industries covers metals, mechanical engineering and high tech 

instruments as well as information and communication technologies




