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R e s e a r ch   a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t

Labour-intensive research

46% of those employed in research and 

development in 2004 worked in the MEM 

industries. It thus occupied pole position 

among the various sectors – although it did 

not rank top in terms of actual spending.

Chemical/pharmaceutical 
industries 26%

Foodstuffs 6%

Other sectors 22%

MEM industries 46%

Just under half of those working in R&D 

in the MEM industries have a university 

degree. The average figure for all sectors is 

47%.

Other education 5%

Upper level education 28%

University level 49%

High educational level

Secondary education 18%

R&D personnel by sector in switzerland 2004*

percentage shares

R&D personnel MEM industries by training 2004*

Level of Education in % 

Total staff years: 33,084 

Total staff years for MEM industries: 15,096

Source: BFS/economiesuisse, 2006
* 	 The MEM industries covers metals, mechanical engineering and high tech 

instruments as well as information and communication technologies
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