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Current situation of the Swiss mechanical and electrical 
engineering industries (MEM industries)
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New orders, MEM industries
Swissmem statistics (Q1 2001=100)
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Q4: -2.1%
2019: -10.6%
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Turnover, MEM industries
Swissmem statistics (Q1 2001=100)
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Q4: -6.7%

2019: -4.5%



4 |

Exports MEM industries Jan. to Dec. 2019
Product sectors, change to previous year in %

Precision
Instruments

Mechanical
engineering

Total

Electrical
engineering

Metals

-1.4

1.2

-5.7

-5.9

-2.1

11.2

17.0

13.6

20.8

68.3

in bill. CHF Change in %
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Exports MEM industries Jan. to Dec. 2019

Share of total MEM exports Change to previous year in % 
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EU* (55.8%)
Asia (17.8%)
USA (14.3%)

Germany (25.3%)
China (6.2%)

France (5.6%)
Italy (4.4%)

Great Britain (3.7%)
Belgium (2.2%)

Japan (2.0%)
Spain (1.6%)

Southkorea (1.3%)
India (1.2%)

Russia (1.0%)
Brasil (0.6%) * without Great Britain
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Q3 2017: 86.9
Q4 2017: 88.5
Q1 2018: 90.6
Q2 2018: 91.9
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Long term average: 86.4%

Q4/2019: 83.0%

Capacity utilization of the MEM industries
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MEM industries: Employment
(Full and part time employees; as of February 2020)    

Year Workforce ∆ in % to
previous year

2004 309,800 – 1.4
2008 350,400 3.6
2009 336,800 – 3.9
2010 329,100 – 2.3
2015 325,700 – 1.3
2016 317,500 – 2.5
2017 312,300 – 1.6
2018 318,300 1.9
2019 325,000 2.1

2018 2019
∆ in % to

previous quarter

Q1 314,600 322,800 2.6

Q2 317,500 325,500 2.5

Q3 320,400 326,900 2.0

Q4 320,500 324,600 1.3

Source: Besta-Statistik (BfS)

Annual values: average of all four quarters – rounded to the nearest 100
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